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What Can We Do About lllegal Dumping?

lllegdl dumping isdefined asthedis
posa of solid and hazardous waste in
an area not permitted by law. It con-
tinues to be a serious problem in the
. Louis metropolitan area.

Solid waste is garbage, refuse, or
dudge from a waste treatment plant,
water supply treatment plant, or air
pollution control fedility. It dsoindudes
the solid waste that is discarded by
homes and businesses everyday.

Waeadte (both solid and liquid) is
consdered hazardous if it can cause
an increase in degth or serious illness
to people if not properly disposed of,
stored, or otherwise managed. Gen-
erdly, environmenta experts say that
solid waste isa hazard if it isigniteble
(can catch on fire easily), corrosive
(can rust), reective (doesn't mix well
with other waste), or toxic.

lllegd dumpingissometimescaled
“open dumping,” “fly dumping,” and
“midnight dumping” because materids
are often dumped in open areas,
dumped from cars dong roadways,
and/or dumped late a night. Illegdly
dumped waste is often dumped to
avoid either adisposd fee or thetime
and effort required for proper disposal.

City oF St. Louls

If you suspect an illegal dump-
ing isin progress, cdl 911 immedi-
aey! They will notify the proper au-
thoritiesthat can secure and investigate
the scene. If possble, make note of the
people doing the dumping, the vehide,
and thelicense plate number. Also, con-
tect theCitizens Sarvice Buresu & (314)
622-4800. You may be digible for a
$100 reward if the suspect is convicted!

If you see an illegal dumpsite,
contact the Citizens Service Bureau at
(314) 622-4800. They will: 1) con-
tact the authorities for proper cleanup
of theillega dumpste, and 2) contact
the Environmental Investigations Divi-

sontoinvesigatethosewho areguilty.
Again, you may be digible for a$100
reward if the suspect is convicted!

If your are trying to dispose of
wade, but are unsure of how to properly
doit, contact the Citizens SaviceBureauat
(314) 622-4800. They will giveyouthe
necessary information and assstance.

CiTYy oF EAsT ST. Louls

If you suspect an illegal dump-
Ingisin progress, contact Mr. Delbert
Marion, Chief of Police, at (618) 482-
6790, or Police Digpatch at (618) 482-
6700 right away! Also, you can con-
tact Mr. Kelvin Ellis, Director of Regu-
latory Affairs, at (618) 482-6820. He
will contact the gppropriate people for
proper cleanup of the dumpsite.

If you see an illegal dumpsite,
contact Kelvin Ellisat (618) 482-6820.
Mr. Ellis Regulatory Affars Depart-
ment will: 1) get the necessary infor-
mation to start an investigation, 2) re-
port the incident to the Police Depart-
ment, 3) report theincident to the Public
Works Department or proper authori-
tiesfor clean-up.

If you are trying to dispose of
wadte, but are unsure how, contact Mr.
Ellisat (618) 482-6820. Hisdepartment
will give you the necessaxry information
and assgancefor the proper disposa of
the wagte.

CERP Web site: http://stlouis.missouri.org/cerp/



Vacant and Abandoned Buildings:
The Legacy of Urban Sprawl

Contributed by Ron Smith - Building Commissioner for the City of S. Louis

At one time, the City of St. Louis
had approximately 142,300 buildings
which accommodated a population of
over 800,000 people. But due to
steady population loss over four de-
cades, there hasbeen an expandingin-
ventory of vacant and abandoned
buildings. According to the March
2001 Vacant Building Survey done by
the Department of Public Safety Build-
ing Division, there are currently about
5,990 vacant/abandoned buildings in
the City; approximatedy 5,000 areresi-
dentid and 990 arecommercid, indus-
triad and mixed-use buildings. The
5,990 vacant buildingsrepresent about
four percent of thetotal building stock.

Buildings abandoned by property
owners eventudly become the city’s
respongibility. TheLand Re-utilizetion
Authority (LRA) acquires tax-delin-
guent properties after three years.
LRA currently owns more than 3,000
buildings - the mgority of which are
vacant. Of the amost 6,000 vacant
buildings, 4,110 are privately owned.
Of the 1,900 condemned buildings,
1,060 areprivately-owned and 840 are
owned by LRA. There are approxi-
mately 1,900 condemned vacant
buildings (32 percent of the totd va
cant building inventory) that are dam-
aged beyond repair or are structurdly
unsound and need to be demolished.

Over the past five years, over
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2,700 buildings have been demolished
by the City (LRA and the Building Di-
vison) at acost of over $15.5 million
(an average cost of about $5,700 per
building). There were an additiona
1,538 “private wrecks’ done by the
building owners. In 1998, the voters
approved an $11 million Public Safety
Bond Issue providing for the demoli-
tion of approximately 1,500 derdlict,
unsafe buildings over a three year pe-

riod (1999 through 2002). These funds
became available in September, 1999.
Prior to thet date, dl demoalition activity
was funded from City generd revenue
funds, Federd block grant funds and
pecid emergency demalition funds

Between September 1999 and June
2001, 790 buildings have been demal-
ished by the City (LRA and Building
Divison) usng Bond Issue funds a a
totd cogt of $6.6 million. Through Sep-
tember 2002 the City intends to demal-
ish an edditiond 700 buildings usng the
remaining bond issue funds

Building demdlition is prioritized
first on sructura deterioration, thenon

http://stlouis.missouri.org/cerp/

the degree that it is a public safety
hazard, then by the proximity to oc-
cupied adjacent properties (homes,
schools, day-cares, etc.) and findly
by those properties dated for rede-
velopment. TheBuilding Divisonand
LRA receive regular input from the
Fire and Police Departments, Alder-
men, neighborhood groups, and con-
cerned citizens about derdlict build-
ings. Emergency demalitionsarerou-
tindy performed on extremey dan-
gerousand often fire-damaged build-
ings. Specia Federal block grant
funds are being used to demolish
buildings close to schools and day
care centers. Current Federa EPA
regulations prohibit the City from de-
molishing more than one building per
block per year unlessadditiond funds
are spent for the ingpection, testing
and possible abatement of any haz-
ardous materials (such as asbestos)
which may be found in these aban-
doned buildings.

TheCity of S. Louisnow focuses
on efforts to discourage building
abandonment and encourage rein-
vestment in older building stock and
neighborhood redevelopment. A
large part of this effort is to rid the
neighborhoods of condemned build-
ings which cannot be saved. The
City’s partnership with CERP will
further advance these efforts.
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No One Should Die from Carbon Monoxide Poisoning!
What Everyone Should Know

Recent deeths and injuries because of carbon monoxide poisoning underscore the need to fully understand thisinvisble
danger in and around your home.

2
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WHAT 1s CARBON MONOXIDE?

Carbon Monoxide (dso known as“CQO") isacolorless, odorless, tastel ess and toxic gas produced
asaby-product of combustion. Any fud burnin liance vehide or inepower ed equip-

ment can quickly produce dangerous carbon monoxide levelsin confined spaced

ErFrFecTs oF ExPOSURE TO CARBON MoNoxIDE (CO)!

CO poisoning reduces the blood' s ahility to carry oxygen to body tissues and organs such as the heart
and brain. When CO is inhaed it combines with your blood's oxygen-carrying hemoglobin making it
unable to transport oxygen. The buildup of CO in the body is dependent on the concentration and dura-
tion of the exposure. Symptoms include headache and nausea, with the symptoms getting worse as
concentration and exposure time increase. A concentration of COHb (carboxyhemoglobin) above 45
percent can cause unconsciousness, and above 50 percent can cause death. |f you experience symp-

toms, see a doctor_as soon as possible!

How caN | PROTECT MYSELF FROM CQO?

The use of agood and well maintained UL listed CO detector - avallable at any hardware or home
improvement store - is your best line of defense againgt exposure to dangerous levels of CO in the \
home. Two types of darms are available (electric and battery operated). Check them often to make
sure they are working. Having more than one detector is highly recommended. It is also recom-
mended that your home' s heeting equipment be inspected by a hesting contractor or the local utility.
Also, haveyour car’ sexhaust system ingpected for leaks that might cause CO to enter the passenger
compartment.

PREVENTION ISTHE BEST SoLUTION!

Never operateamotor vehicleor any other combustion equipment in a confined space! All fud fired equipment
burns much more air than fud and exhausts carbon monoxide as aby-product of the fuel combustion process. A human
being exposad to the buildup of carbon monoxide in a confined space could becomeill, lose consciousness, and even
die. Always make surethat you have ameansfor venting equipment outside and enough fresh air isbeing supplied to the
confined space to replace that which is being burned. Open awindow or door dightly or, when possible, directly vent
equipment to avoid CO buildup.
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Who Are We?
How Can You Contribute? Information?

The Community Environmental Resource
Program (CERP) waslaunched in September 2000
to provide needed environmenta information to the
people of St. Louis and East St. Louis. CERP is
funded through the Environmental Protection
Agency’s EMPACT program - a nationd initiative
amed a providing communitiesacrossAmericawith
better accessto information about the environment.

Theprogram’sgod isto empower citizenswith
information about potential environmenta hazards.
Wewant to become the community’ sleading source
for environmenta information!

CERP cannot do this without the help of the
community. If you have any questions, comments,
or suggestions, pleasecontact us. Istherean area
of concern that you would like usto address??
Just let usknow!

City of S. Louis

Citizens Service Bureau

Trash Task Force

. Louis Hedth Department

Missouri Department of Natural Resources

Eadg S Louis

Kevin Ellis, Director of Regulatory Affars
City of East S. Louis Police Dispatch

. Clar County Hedth Department

East Side Hedlth Didtrict

Where Can I Get More

(314) 622-4800
(314) 622-4628
(314) 612-5300
(573) 526 4752

Rebecca Perkins, Neighbors United for Progress (618) 274-6772

(618) 482-6820
(618) 482-6700
(618) 233-7769
(618) 271-8722

Phone: (314) 421-4220 ext. 236 / (618) 274-2750 ext. 236 Fax: (314) 231-6120 Email: cerp@ewgateway.org

Website: http://stlouis.missouri.org/cerp/

Serving the St. Louis and East St. Louis Communities

/\ »”_. Community Environmental Resource Program
v - r +~ C/o East-West Gateway Coordinating Council
, 10 Stadium Plaza

St. Louis, MO 63102

we’'re on the_Web
http:llstloms-

missouri.orglcerp/
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