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What Can We Do About lllegal Dumping?

lllegdl dumping isdefined asthedis
posa of solid and hazardous waste in
an area not permitted by law. It con-
tinues to be a serious problem in the
. Louis metropolitan area.

Solid waste is garbage, refuse, or
dudge from a waste treatment plant,
water supply treatment plant, or air
pollution control fedility. It dsoindudes
the solid waste that is discarded by
homes and businesses everyday.

Waeadte (both solid and liquid) is
consdered hazardous if it can cause
an increase in degth or serious illness
to people if not properly disposed of,
stored, or otherwise managed. Gen-
erdly, environmenta experts say that
solid waste isa hazard if it isigniteble
(can catch on fire easily), corrosive
(can rust), reective (doesn't mix well
with other waste), or toxic.

lllegd dumpingissometimescaled
“open dumping,” “fly dumping,” and
“midnight dumping” because materids
are often dumped in open areas,
dumped from cars dong roadways,
and/or dumped late a night. Illegdly
dumped waste is often dumped to
avoid either adisposd fee or thetime
and effort required for proper disposal.

City oF St. Louls

If you suspect an illegal dump-
ing isin progress, cdl 911 immedi-
aey! They will notify the proper au-
thoritiesthat can secure and investigate
the scene. If possble, make note of the
people doing the dumping, the vehide,
and thelicense plate number. Also, con-
tect theCitizens Sarvice Buresu & (314)
622-4800. You may be digible for a
$100 reward if the suspect is convicted!

If you see an illegal dumpsite,
contact the Citizens Service Bureau at
(314) 622-4800. They will: 1) con-
tact the authorities for proper cleanup
of theillega dumpste, and 2) contact
the Environmental Investigations Divi-

sontoinvesigatethosewho areguilty.
Again, you may be digible for a$100
reward if the suspect is convicted!

If your are trying to dispose of
wade, but are unsure of how to properly
doit, contact the Citizens SaviceBureauat
(314) 622-4800. They will giveyouthe
necessary information and assstance.

CiTYy oF EAsT ST. Louls

If you suspect an illegal dump-
Ingisin progress, contact Mr. Delbert
Marion, Chief of Police, at (618) 482-
6790, or Police Digpatch at (618) 482-
6700 right away! Also, you can con-
tact Mr. Kelvin Ellis, Director of Regu-
latory Affairs, at (618) 482-6820. He
will contact the gppropriate people for
proper cleanup of the dumpsite.

If you see an illegal dumpsite,
contact Kelvin Ellisat (618) 482-6820.
Mr. Ellis Regulatory Affars Depart-
ment will: 1) get the necessary infor-
mation to start an investigation, 2) re-
port the incident to the Police Depart-
ment, 3) report theincident to the Public
Works Department or proper authori-
tiesfor clean-up.

If you are trying to dispose of
wadte, but are unsure how, contact Mr.
Ellisat (618) 482-6820. Hisdepartment
will give you the necessaxry information
and assgancefor the proper disposa of
the wagte.

CERP Web site: http://stlouis.missouri.org/cerp/



Vacant and Abandoned Buildings:
Problem or Opportunity?

A conversation with Rebecca Perkins-Neighbors United for Progress, and Kelvin Ellis-City of East S. Louis

Oneaof many problemsthat weface
intheregion concernsthe many vacant
and abandoned buildingsin our neigh-
borhoods. To get a better grasp of the
problem and what can be done about it
inand around Eat . Louis we sought
the opinions of two people dosdy in-
volved and devoted to thisissue.

We first spoke with Rebecca
Per kins whosejob asProgram Man-
ager for Neighbors United for Progress
has made her one of theleading voices
inthe Eagt St. Louisareafor lead poi-
soning prevention. Sheisasoastrong
advocate for neighborhood revitdiza
tion. Ms. Perkinsquestionsthewhole-
sdedemalition of entireneighborhoods
that often force long-time residents to
move away from aresswherethey are
happy.

Inher opinion, the primary respon-
ghility for the vacant building problem
rests on the shoulders of landlords -
many of whom live outsde the area
Many of these property ownersfail to
adequately maintaintheir property, yet
continue to demand rent from tenants.
Whenthey fail to pay their taxes, they
alow these propertiesto be taken over
by the county, which then sdlsthem a
auction for back taxes. Frequently,
these sdles are to people without the
necessary meansto rehab or maintain
them. This resultsin the county reac-
quiring the property, and the continua-
tion of the cycle.

She suggeststhat, before plansare
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meade to demolish a building, a com-
plete ingpection should be conducted
to determine if the building is suitable
for rehabilitation. When setting crite-
riafor who should be digiblefor home
loans, preference should be given to
individuaswith themeansand the abil-
ity to maintain and improve the prop-
aty.
Overdl, Ms. Perkin's says that
there seemsto be agenerd consensus

in the community that government acts
more like a hurdle than as a catdyst
for redevelopment. Ms. Perkins be-
lieves that better code enforcement
would help force owners b mantan
their property. In addition she feds that
new development undertaken in core
cities Sands the best chance of success
whenthereisagood mix of poar, middle,
and upper income families. She further
uggests that no occupancy permit be
issued unlessthebuilding medtsdl build-
ing codes.

We aso spoke to Kelvin Ellis
who holds the position of Director of
Regulatory Affarsfor the City of East
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S. Louis Mr. Hllis prefers devdop-
ment that favors home ownership
over rental property not only because
he believes it results in a stronger
community, but dso because it re-
aults in an increased tax base which
would enable the city to supply the
types of services that people want
and need.

Mr. Ellis echoed many of the
viewsexpressed by Ms. Perkins. He
further suggested that the affluent
suburbs surrounding cities like East
. Louisneed to show moreinterest
in solving the problems in inner-city
neighborhoods. Thefinancia condi-
tion of the core citiesis not suffident
done to ddiver essentid sarvices and
fund redevd opment.

The Eagt . Louis City Govern-
ment has plans for the devel opment
of 200 additional housing units per
year for the next five years. Currently
there are three demolitions for every
house that is rehabilitated. Thisis a
trend Mr. Ellis believes mugt be re-
versed if Eagt St Louisisto prosper.
The housing Sock israpidy being de-
pleted without enough affordable hous-
ingbeing deve opedto replaceit. Thus,
he hasbeenforced to placeafreezeon
demdlitions

Overdl, Mr. Ellis believes that
good affordable housing in East .
Louis, aong with the prospect of de-
cent jobs, will lead totheeventud re-
birth of East S. Louisand itssurround-
ing communities
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No One Should Die from Carbon Monoxide Poisoning!
What Everyone Should Know

Recent deeths and injuries because of carbon monoxide poisoning underscore the need to fully understand thisinvisble
danger in and around your home.
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WHAT 1s CARBON MONOXIDE?

Carbon Monoxide (dso known as“CQO") isacolorless, odorless, tastel ess and toxic gas produced
asaby-product of combustion. Any fud burnin liance vehide or inepower ed equip-

ment can quickly produce dangerous carbon monoxide levelsin confined spaced

ErFrFecTs oF ExPOSURE TO CARBON MoNoxIDE (CO)!

CO poisoning reduces the blood' s ahility to carry oxygen to body tissues and organs such as the heart
and brain. When CO is inhaed it combines with your blood's oxygen-carrying hemoglobin making it
unable to transport oxygen. The buildup of CO in the body is dependent on the concentration and dura-
tion of the exposure. Symptoms include headache and nausea, with the symptoms getting worse as
concentration and exposure time increase. A concentration of COHb (carboxyhemoglobin) above 45
percent can cause unconsciousness, and above 50 percent can cause death. |f you experience symp-

toms, see a doctor_as soon as possible!

How caN | PROTECT MYSELF FROM CQO?

The use of agood and well maintained UL listed CO detector - avallable at any hardware or home
improvement store - is your best line of defense againgt exposure to dangerous levels of CO in the \
home. Two types of darms are available (electric and battery operated). Check them often to make
sure they are working. Having more than one detector is highly recommended. It is also recom-
mended that your home' s heeting equipment be inspected by a hesting contractor or the local utility.
Also, haveyour car’ sexhaust system ingpected for leaks that might cause CO to enter the passenger
compartment.

PREVENTION ISTHE BEST SoLUTION!

Never operateamotor vehicleor any other combustion equipment in a confined space! All fud fired equipment
burns much more air than fud and exhausts carbon monoxide as aby-product of the fuel combustion process. A human
being exposad to the buildup of carbon monoxide in a confined space could becomeill, lose consciousness, and even
die. Always make surethat you have ameansfor venting equipment outside and enough fresh air isbeing supplied to the
confined space to replace that which is being burned. Open awindow or door dightly or, when possible, directly vent
equipment to avoid CO buildup.
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Who Are We?
How Can You Contribute? Information?

The Community Environmental Resource
Program (CERP) waslaunched in September 2000
to provide needed environmenta information to the
people of St. Louis and East St. Louis. CERP is
funded through the Environmental Protection
Agency’s EMPACT program - a nationd initiative
amed a providing communitiesacrossAmericawith
better accessto information about the environment.

Theprogram’sgod isto empower citizenswith
information about potential environmenta hazards.
Wewant to become the community’ sleading source
for environmenta information!

CERP cannot do this without the help of the
community. If you have any questions, comments,
or suggestions, pleasecontact us. Istherean area
of concern that you would like usto address??
Just let usknow!

City of S. Louis

Citizens Service Bureau

Trash Task Force

. Louis Hedth Department

Missouri Department of Natural Resources

Eadg S Louis

Kevin Ellis, Director of Regulatory Affars
City of East S. Louis Police Dispatch

. Clar County Hedth Department

East Side Hedlth Didtrict

Where Can I Get More

(314) 622-4800
(314) 622-4628
(314) 612-5300
(573) 526 4752

Rebecca Perkins, Neighbors United for Progress (618) 274-6772

(618) 482-6820
(618) 482-6700
(618) 233-7769
(618) 271-8722

Phone: (314) 421-4220 ext. 236 / (618) 274-2750 ext. 236 Fax: (314) 231-6120 Email: cerp@ewgateway.org

Website: http://stlouis.missouri.org/cerp/

Serving the St. Louis and East St. Louis Communities

/\ »”_. Community Environmental Resource Program
v - r +~ C/o East-West Gateway Coordinating Council
, 10 Stadium Plaza

St. Louis, MO 63102

we’'re on the_Web
http:llstloms-

missouri.orglcerp/
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