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Vehicle Emissions Testing in lllinois.
Why is it Necessary?

Cars, trucks, and other motor ve-
hiclesare the singlebiggest cause of
carbon monoxide pollution and
ground-level ozone(smog). Thisisa
problem because smog canirritatethe
lungs, breathing passages, and eyes.
Intypica metropolitan areas, carscan
cause as much as 70% of hydrocar-
bon emissions and 90% of carbon
monoxideemissons. Theaveragecar
ontheroad spitsout threeto four times
the pollution allowed for new cars!
[llinoistestscar emissionsin order to
improve the quality of the air we
breathe and to comply with strict fed-
erd regulations.

How is the test performed? A
largetreadmill cdled a“ dynamometer”
IS used on most 1981 and newer
model cars. The drive wheels are
placed onthedynamometer and ahose
collecting thecar’ semissonsisplaced
onthetailpipe. Thenyour car isput
intodrive. Inspectorsfollow aprede-
termined courseto simulate city and

highway driving. Thedistance“trav-
ded” onthetreadmill isaminimum of
1/4 mileto amaximum of 1.9 miles.

Thispart of thetest takesaminimum
of 31 secondsto amaximum of 240
seconds. Morethan onetestissome-
times needed. Most cars in good
condition passthetest inlessthana
minute.

In addition, gas caps are tested.
Gasoline caps that work properly
keep harmful fumesfrom gettinginto
theair. Evaporating gasolineisre-
sponsible for 40% of hydrocarbon
emissionsfrom cars. Fumes escap-
ingfromthegastank contributetothe
formation of ground-level ozone

(smog).

My vehicle failed the test.
Now what? If your car or truck
falledthetes, it needsto berepaired
andthenretested. Thetestindicated
that thereisaproblemwithyour car’s
exhaust system. If youwish, youcan
doyour ownrepairs. However, itis
strongly suggested that you haveyour
car repaired by amechanic who has
completed aspecific programtore-
pair an emissions problem. Once
repairsare made, you can takeyour
car back to any test station for an-
other test. Besuretobringall re-
ceiptsfor partsand labor when you
return!

For help in locating qualified
mechanics, the state can provideyou
with apublication called the Repair
Facility Performance Report
(RFPR). To get this report and
moreinformation about thelllinois
VehideEmissonsTest Program, fed
freeto phonethelllinois Environ-
mental ProtectionAgency toll-freeat
1-800-635-2380. Or, visitthemon
theweb at www.epa.state.il.us.



What's the Deal With Ozone Levels?

What we usually call smog is paint,and solvents. When acar house, smog-forming pollutants
mainly made up of “ground-level burns gasoline or a painter paintsa riseinto the sky.
ozone.” Ozone can begood or bad The smog forming pollutants
depending on where it is located. “cook” inthe sky. Thisisespe-
Ozonehigh abovetheearth pro- cialy trueon hot and sunny days.
tectshuman health and the environ- 7\ Just as it takes time to bake a
ment from dangerousradiation. (4 cake, it takes time to cook up
But ground-level ozoneistheharm- smog -- severa hours from the
ful ingredientinsmog pollution. This | timeitisreleased and carried of f
bad form of ozoneis produced by ‘ by the wind. This explains why
the combination of pollutantsfrom O\ smog isoften more severemiles
many sources. smokestacks, cars, fromtheplacewhereit originated.
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Inthe St. Louisarea, up to 7% more people are admitted to hospital s because of
respiratory-related problemson high-ozoneair pollution daysthan on low-pollution days!

How Can You Protect Yourself Against Air Pollution?
On dayswhen wesather forecasters or the pollution control agenciesreport that air
pollution levelsare high, you should avoid exercise or strenuousactivity outdoors,
especially latein theday when pollution levelsarehighest. The elderly, people

with heart or lung disease, and kids should remainindoors.

Did You Know..... b
Asthmaistheleading seriouschronicillnessamong children %ﬁ@
andisoneof theleading causes of school absenteeism! '

* Morethan 140,000 peoplein deep breath, and breathing
the St. Louisregion haveasthma difficultiesduringexercise. It
-and asthmacan be aggravated can also make you more sus-
by ozonepollution. Children ceptibleto pneumoniaand
andtheelderly areespecialy bronchitis.
vulnerable.

* Repested exposureto ozone

» Ozonecanirritateyour lungs. pollution for several monthscan

Thiscan causewheezing, cause permanent lung damage.

coughing, painwhenyoutakea



What About Breathing Asbestos? Should 1 Be Concerned?

Asbestosisaminerd foundin certainrocks. It hasstrong fibersthat makeit useful for lots
of congtruction applications. Itsmaost common useshavebeenin pipinginsulation, fire proof-
ing material, floor tile, adhesive, and asabuilding material additive. Even the Space Shuttle
uses some asbestos because of itstremendous heat resistance qualities.

How Dangerous is
Asbestos to my Health?

Thehedth effectsfrominhaing asbes-

tosintheair are Did YOL_J Know..... : E:é%
longterm and You'll find at leest somesmall amount of asbestosin C@@
don't appear » amost any home built before_the mid-1970s. Thepipi ng and
ovemight. A duct work of many older heating systems arewrapped with

form of cancer 7 = asbestosinsulation. Roof shinglesand exterior siding, floor tile
that attacksthe k ' ‘- and linoleum sheet flooring are some of the more common
tissuearound

products containing asbestos.
internal organsdoesn’t devel op until many
years after exposure. No oneknowsfor
sureif thereisasafelevel of asbestos .
exposure, so theonly good policy isto IT 1 Find Asbestos
avoid al asbestoshazards. What Should 1 Do?

If the asbestos materid isingood condition the best thing you

could probably doistoleaveit alone. Butif it'sdamaged then

Did You Know..... &2 coveringit or removing it completely should beconsidered. You
Bi-StateDevelopmentAgency s should hireaprofessiona state certified

and licensed asbestosremoval contrac-
tor. Anuntrained homeowner will only
increasethepotentia for exposureto dan-
gerousleve sof asbestosfibers!

onceaganissalingalimited number

of summer “CleanAir Passes.” For $90
thispasswill giveyou unlimited use of
Bi-State bus serviceand MetroLink
Serviceanytime between June 1st and
August 31st. For moreinformation,
contact Bi-State at (314) 982-1400 or
(618) 271-2345.

For moreinformation and helpindedling
with asbestos, you can call Air Pollution
Control inthe City of St. Louisat (314)
613-7300, or thelllinoisEnvironmental
Protection agency officein East St. Louisat (618) 346-5120.

Earth Day
Earth Day isright aroundthecorner? On Sunday, April 22, Earth Day celebrations

will take placein Forest Park! Therewill be severa bands, booths, educational
events, and lots of activitiesfor kids.—Freeto the public!




Who Are We?

How Can You Contribute?

The Community
Environmental Resource
Program (CERP) waslaunched
this past September to provide
needed environmental
information to the peopleof St.
Louisand Eagt S. Louis. CERP
is funded through the
Environmental Protection
Agency’ sSEMPACT program-
anationad initiative aimed at
providing communities across
Americawith better accessto
information about the
environment.

The program’s goal isto
empower citizens with
information about potential
environmenta hazards. Wewart
to become the community’s
leading sourcefor environmentd
information!

CERP cannot do this
without the help of the
community. If you have any
guestions, comments, or
suggestions, please contact us.
Isthere an area of concern
that you would like us to
address?? Just let usknow!

Where Can I Get More
Information About
Air Pollution, Ozone Levels,
and Asbestos?

City of St. Louis

Health Department (314) 612-5300

Air Pollution Control (314) 613-7300
Gateway Clean Air Program (888) 748-1247
American LungAssociation (314) 645-5505
Bi-State Development Agency (314) 982-1400

East St. Louis

East Side Hedlth Didtrict (618) 271-8722

St. Clair County Health Dept. (618) 233-7769
[llinois EPA (618) 346-5120

American LungAssociation (618) 344-8891
Bi-State Development Agency (618) 271-2345

Phone: (314) 421-4220 ext. 236 / (618) 274-2750 ext. 236 Fax: (314) 231-6120 Email: cerp@ewgateway.org
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